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TO THE READER. 

Tue success which has attended ovr efforts in this entirely novel 
publication requires to be acknowledged with warm thanks; and the 
commencement of a -Vew Kolume may, perhaps, be the fittest time to 
do so. We, therefore, beg our Subscribers will accept our gratefal feel- 
ing for the extensive patronage we are favored with; and we request 
that they will receive this First Number of our Second Volume, iti- 
proved in size and ¢ype without an increase of price, as a proof of our 
desire te extend the usefulness of the Paper to those who visit the 
Theatres Royal Drury Lane, and Covent Garden; and, in their season, 
the English Opera, and the Haymarket Theatres, and who feel in- 
terested in Dramatic or Histrionic details. 


is, the advantages helg out by this Publication may not be tho- 


roughly known to eve any one, wo have to state that it daily contains 


some short account of, and observations on the pe*formances of the 
previous evening, at the two princinal Theatres open: aad also 
COMPLETE Brits oF THE Pray at doth Houses for the nicht. Thus 
presenting at a trifling expense, a constant record of past Theatrical 
representations, a a with full and authentic particulars respecting 
the performances to place, which, from the early hour of pub- 
lication, may be procut “through the Newsmen for the Breakfast 
Table. Having thus clined the plan of The Thectrical Observer 
the present opportunity ‘might ‘be taken to say something of the 
principles that have, and will guide it. But our Mcfto may well save 
us the trouble of entering on Ch subject gt any length ; we will, how- 
ever, add, that, if we have been sometimes a little syortive, we trust 
it has not been mistaken by Managers, Performers, or the Public, for 
any thing bordering on personal contempt: a feeling that should we 
ever express, must, indeed, be called f@r on strong grounds. We, 
who are independent of any private connection with the Theatrical 
World, and who take up our pers for worthy purposes, write under 
Vol. m. 
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the consciousness of what is necessary to the safety of Theatrical 
property, and of what is due to an honorable Profession ; but above 
all, of what is called for in support of acorrect public taste relative 
to the Drama and the Stage. 





THE DRAMA. 

“ Quantum a rerum turpitudine abes, tantum te a verborum libertate 
sejungas.’’—Tutt. There is perhaps no task in which the vanity or 
interest of man engages, that is so little understood, more generally 
assumed, or that requires higher and more expansive qualifications for 
its just discharge than does the task of criticism. It is the competitor 
of man and of the age, the hand that draws aside the veil ‘neath 
which their blushing follies creep, and holds “ as ’twere, the mirror 
up to nature. To trace and check the flowing tide of sophistry and 
error—to faithfully pourtray the lineaments of truth, though hid ‘midst 
the dark folds of prejudice—to dive into the whirling vortex of society, 
and bear from thence the pearl, divested of its shell, are the superior 
duties of the critic’s charge. Yet strictly applicable to the subject of 
these general remarks are the just lines of Pope, that 

** “PTose who cannot write, and thase who can, 
* All rhyme, and scrawl, and scribble, to a man."’ 

This weakness is, perhaps, merely the pudlic vent of that which 
exists in the characters of men and of society; yet glides away 
unsatirized, almost unseen, whea kept within the limits of the humble 
sphere—for ’tis the habitual indulgence of all its members. In truth, 
nature and education render man the critic of his fellows: and writing 
is but the Pegasus on which self-love, anBition, and necessity soar 
above the dull routine of common life. , . 

Of the various subjects which become interesting and proper objects 
of criticism as relative to mankind, the Drama assumes a rank not un- 
important ’midst the highest: not ony drom the powerful influence it 
possesses over the moral system, of the rational animals of creation, 
pruning the rose-bud of its witheri ‘stems, and giving to the parent 
stock ‘and its symbolic offspring, fresh beauty, unity, and strength; 
but as it affects those springs of, intellectual purity, from which an 
important stream of literature floys. Few observations will be deemed 
necessary to illustrate the former proposition: and let the lucid beauties 
of a Sophocles, the overwhelming grandeur of an Eschylus and an 

t 





9 


h 








3 


Euripides ;—the keen sharp satire, and the luxurious wit, of Aristo. 
phanes ;—the chaster efforts of the Terence pen ;—the noble bearings of 
Corneille and Racine ;--the lively satire of Moliere ;—the flow of eloquence 
in Alfieri’s works ;—the high-strained imagery of Schiller and Kotzebue ; 
—-the deep researches into nature’s depths whichfnark aShakespeare’s 
genius,—and the mellowness of a gay wit which raised a Beaumont 


and a Fletcher’s fame—speak for the importance of its latter power. 


COVENT GARDEN. 

The Evile, which was last night performed at this Theatre, we 
have noticed in previous numbers. The House was well attended, 
and the performances elicited much applause. ‘This evening there is ne 
play. 


HAY MARKET. 

This Theatre, last night, closed its Summer Season, with Mcfch 
Making, The Beggars’ Opera, and A Roland for an Oliver. 
After the conclusion of the Opera, Mr. Terry came forward aad ad- 
dressed the audience. 

He stated that he was deputed by the Proprietor to express his 
gratitude for the patronage he had received during a short season, 
which had met with peculiar obstacles. The Winter Theatres, as they 
were called, had made great inroads an that period which ought to 
be left to their exertions under a licence so limited as that of the 
Haymarket : and in particular, one of those Winter Theatres, he 
said. had wholly intruded on their Season, and erected itself into a 
Summer Thea-ve. He then referred to their past exertions, and stated 
it to be the determination of the Proprietor to make reprisals, and 
convert, 2s he felt he was wartanted by his license, their Summér 
Theatre partly into a Winter one ; and declared no means should be 
spared in the interim, to study zhe future accommodation and gratifi- 
cation of the public, by such alterations and improvements in the 
Theatre as might be necessary, and by fostering talent wherever it 
could be found, in order to maintain the character of the legitimate 
British Drama. 


We join with the audience of last night, in wishing the greatest suc- 
cess to the Little Theatre; and shall await the announcement of its 
new Season with high expectations of future entertainment, worthy 
of the neighbourhood of the ancient haunts of Foote, Colman, anda 
hundred other originators and supporters of genuine wit and 
humaur. 


The First Volumes are binding, and will be ready for delivery 
on JMonday. 
f} Monthly Subscribers, 2s. 





Published by C. Harars, 25, Bow Street, and may be hed of all Newsmen. 
Printed by E, Taonas, Denmark-Court, Excter-' Change 
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Theatre Noval, Drury Lane. 


SS 


This Evening will be Performed the Comedy of 


Folly as it Flies. 


Tons deelksiceurdoenit cok: ... Mr. ELLISTON, 
Sir Herbert Me!lmoth..... Mr. POPE, 
Leonard Melmouth...... Mr. COOPER, 
CR a rr ae Mr. KNIGHT, 


Doctor Infalible......... Mr. HARLEY, 

Peter Post Obit... ...... Mr. MUNDEN, 
Malcour.......... ...... Mr. THOMPSON, 
Cursitor................ Mr. MEREDITH, 
Pinchwell......... ...e. Mr. WILLMOTT. 
Capins. ..6 45. BTS .....Mr. W. H. WILLIAMS 


Edward, Mr. Webster. First Creditor, Mr Howell 
2nd. Creditor, Mr Read John, Mr Sheriff 
Lady Melmoth.......... Mrs EDWIN 
Georgiana......... ..... Miss SMITHSON 
Dame Gilbert .......... Mrs HARLOWE 





After which, 


The Coronation. 
Principal Characters by 
Mr. T. COOKE, Mr. RUSSELL, Mr. KNIGHT, and Miss CUBITT 
In which will be given a New Comic Song, 
“ The King and the Coronation, Old England and the People.” 
By Mr. Knight, with a New Overture composed by Mr. T. Cooke. 





To conclude with the Faree of 


The Spectre Bridegroom. 
The Principal Characters by 
Mr. COOPER. Mr. GATTIE.. Mr,.BARNARD. Mr. SMITH. 
Mr. KNIGHT Mrs. ORGERsand Miss SMITHSON. 
On Monday will be produced a New Musica! Comedy, in two Acts, called 
" MAID or WIFE; or thé Deceiver Deceived. 


(he Principal Characters by Mr. Elliston, Mr. Harley, Miss Smithson, and 
Miss Copeland, (her first appearance on this Stage.) with the CORONATION, 
After which, GIOVANNI IN LONDON, with the original Cast. 


Giovanni, Madame VESTRIS, (her first appearance this Season.) 
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